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by Stacy Etheredge

¢ deal with books and paper. The

reality of books and paper is that

they are organic marerials that
will deteriorate over time, lhe environment
surrounding your collection affects the rate
and degree of this deterioration. Therefore,
the most fundamental thing you can do
for your collection is to provide the most
sultable environment you can.

Preservation is always an important
consideration in libraries, but especially
for special collections. And small special
collections can be particularly troublesome.

Small collections usually do not fall
undet the purview of a special collections
librarian, but instead become just one tiny
part of a regular librarian’s duties. And most
likely that librarian, although having a bona
fide interest in special collections, won't
have any particular training or expertise.

. As with most things where we know a
Lietle bit, but not a lot, it is casy to feel out of
ones leagtie when it comes to preservation,
Thus the tamptation is to not address any
issues at all but to wait for an expert to come
along. But in our world of limited budgets,
that expert may never show up.

50 how does a librarian who is not
trained in prescrvation issues assess the
preservation needs of a special collection?
‘What do you do when you have a special
collection with special preservation needs,
but you're on your own?

The first thing you need to do is relax
and stop wortying about not knowing
everything there is to know about
preseevation. There is a lot of science and
art in pteservation, true, but there is also
some common sense as well. bor example,
we all know from our daily lives thac
extremely hot temperatures tend to bring
mildew with them. Team this piece of
-

Common sense with recommended
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